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Battling on Two Revolutionary Fronts 
The Frontier: Captain John Wall (1742-1814) 
The Settlement: Agnes McDuffee (1727-1787) 

Service:  VIRGINIA - PENNSYLVANIA 
Rank(s): CIVIL SERVICE, PATRIOTIC SERVICE, CAPTAIN 
Birth:  4-27-1742    NEW JERSEY 
Death:  3- -1814     HARRISON CO KENTUCKY 
Service Source:  PA ARCH, 6TH SER, VOL 2, PP 25, 32, 36, 41, 52, 54, 60, 64, 65, 218, 220, 
254; CRUMRINE, HIST OF WASHINGTON CO PA, PP 185, 239 
Service Description:  1) CAPT, WEST AUGUSTA DIST, 1777; CAPT, 2ND BATTALION, 
WASHINGTON CO MILITIA, 1782; 
2) JUROR, 1782; SUFFERED DEPREDATION, 1781  1

April 29, 1742: Captain John Wall  was born in Freehold Township, Monmouth County, 2

East New Jersey. Mother: Catharine Carr, age 22. Father: Garrett Wall, age 27. 

July 9, 1755: Battle of the Monongahela/Battle of Braddock's Field. Beginning of the 
French and Indian War. 

British General Edward Braddock launched an offensive to oust the French from the 
Ohio Valley, aiming to take Fort Duquesne. The fort stood at the confluence of the Ohio 
and Allegheny Rivers in present-day Pittsburgh,  a key supply and future trade route. 3

Virginia Colonel George Washington volunteered as his confidential assistant. 

General Braddock led the British force of 1,300 men. 456 British were killed, 422 
wounded.  Of the 50 women accompanying the force, half were taken captive. Only 4 4

returned with the British. 23 French and Canadians were killed, 20 wounded. The battle 
was a “devastating defeat for the British, one of the most disastrous in British colonial 
history.” Virginia Colonel George Washington was key to saving General Braddock's 
army from “utter annihilation.”   5

 https://services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/search_adb/?action=full&p_id=A119774 1

(12/15/2021)

 Captain John Wall is my 5th great-grandfather https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/2

tree/17493328/person/320177052758/facts (12/15/2021)

 https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/forbes-3

expedition/ (12/18/2021)

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Monongahela (12/16/2021)4

 https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-the-5

monongahela/ (12/18/2021)

https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/forbes-expedition/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/forbes-expedition/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/forbes-expedition/
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/320177052758/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/320177052758/facts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Monongahela
https://services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/search_adb/?action=full&p_id=A119774
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-the-monongahela/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-the-monongahela/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-the-monongahela/
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September, 1758: The Forbes Expedition. Virginia Colonel George Washington 
launched the third attack to take Fort Duquesne from the French, while reversing 
General Braddock’s "lamentable" defeat.” He dispatched General John Forbes with 
6,000 troops. The French burned down the fort and fled with 500 troops, ending the 
French presence in the Ohio River Valley. Colonel Washington resigned his command 
of the Virginia Regiment, disappointed he never received a commission in the British 
Army. Virginia and Pennsylvania entered into a persistent land dispute, both seeking 
control of the lucrative Ohio River Valley.  6

January, 1764: Captain John Wall, at the age of 22, married Agnes McDuffee in 
Monmouth County, New Jersey.  Agnes McDuffee Wall was born December 17, 1745. 7

Mother: Agnes McDuffee (1727-1787). Father: Robert McDuffee (1725-?). 

1773: Captain John Wall bought land in Virginia/Pennsylvania,  Washington County, 8

Finleyville Borough, Mount Pleasant Tract. 

July 1774: Agnes McDuffee Wall passed away in child birth at the age of 28. Captain 
John Wall and Agnes McDuffee Wall were married for 10 years and blessed with 2 
daughters and 4 sons. 

Catherine/28 Jul 1765 (Mrs Bartlett) 
James/26 Dec 1766  m. Elinor Boone  9 10

Daniel/7 Sep 1768 m. Lydia Applegate 
Benjamin/20 Oct 1770 
John, Jr/13 Aug 1772 m. Mary Cartmill 
Jane/9 Jul 1774 (Mrs John Williams) 

 https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/forbes-6

expedition/ (12/16/2021)

 Agnes McDuffee Wall (1745-1774) is my 5th great-grandmother https://www.ancestry.com/7

family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/322038275943/facts (12/15/2021)

 https://www.geni.com/people/Capt-John-Wall/6000000057362175257?8

cmp=link&src=record_match&trn=partner_Geni_emails&trp=smart_match_digest (12/16/2021)

 James Wall (1766-1850) is my 4th great-grandfather, the second child of Captain John and 9

Agnes Wall. He served as a scout in the Black Hawk War. He moved 5 families of slaves to 
Bellefontaine, Logan County, Ohio, freed them and gave each a piece of land. He married Elinor 
Boone, a *second cousin.* Their 15 children were born in Harrison Co, Kentucky.

 My 4th great-grandmother B:13 May 1772, Freehold, Monmouth County, New Jersey, D:17 10

Aug 1858, Bellefontaine, Logan County, Ohio 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/320177051601/facts 
(12/15/2021)

https://www.geni.com/people/Capt-John-Wall/6000000057362175257?cmp=link&src=record_match&trn=partner_Geni_emails&trp=smart_match_digest
https://www.geni.com/people/Capt-John-Wall/6000000057362175257?cmp=link&src=record_match&trn=partner_Geni_emails&trp=smart_match_digest
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/320177051601/facts
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/forbes-expedition/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/forbes-expedition/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/forbes-expedition/
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/322038275943/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/322038275943/facts
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1775: Captain John Wall moved from New Jersey to Washington County, Virginia/
Pennsylvania, settling in Mount Pleasant on 405 acres. Virginia and Pennsylvania 
continued disputing Washington County. 

1775: Captain John Wall married Hannah Ketcham (1749-1831). 

1776: Captain John Wall assumed command of a company of militia organized to 
defend the frontier settlements and a fort at the flats of Graves Creek, Virginia, from 
Indian attacks.  11

January 28, 1777: Captain John Wall was one of the militia captains at the Council of 
War, Catfish Camp, West Augusta District, Virginia, near Washington, Virginia/
Pennsylvania. Indian attacks, famine and sickness abounded. The entire frontier border 
was in a state of emergency. 

Fall of 1777: The Continental Army learned the Indian Nations northwest of the Ohio 
were allying with Great Britain. The Army called upon West Virginia frontiersmen to 
defend and repel any invasion.  12

June 28, 1778: Battle of Monmouth Courthouse. Agnes McDuffee (1727-1787),  widow 13

and mother-in-law of Captain John Wall, resided on a farm at the site of the Battle of 
Monmouth.  Family history and American folklore maintain “the old women and children 14

were rushed to a safe place. The younger women followed their men, carrying water to 
them.” On the hottest day of a hot summer, MaryHays/Molly Pitcher witnessed her 
husband fall. She took his place in the fight. 

“Women often followed their husbands in the Continental Army. These women, known 
as camp followers, cooked, washed and mended clothes, and provided medical care.” 
They also joined in the fight. 

“At the Battle of Monmouth, Mary Ludwig Hays/Molly Pitcher, brought soldiers water 
from a local well on an extremely hot and humid day. She replaced her wounded 
husband at his artillery piece, firing on the oncoming British.” 

 https://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/wall/1071/ (12/16/2021)11

 http://www.historichampshire.org/foreman.htm (12/16/2021)12

 Agnes McDuffee (1727-1787) is my 6th great-grandmother https://www.ancestry.com/family-13

tree/person/tree/17493328/person/322038652031/facts (12/15/2021)

 https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/monmouth-jun-28-1778-700-am-noon (12/15/2021); 14

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/revolutionary-war/battles/monmouth (12/15/2021); https://
www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/women-american-revolution (12/16/2021)

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/322038652031/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/322038652031/facts
https://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/wall/1071/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/monmouth-jun-28-1778-700-am-noon
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/revolutionary-war/battles/monmouth
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/women-american-revolution
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/women-american-revolution
http://www.historichampshire.org/foreman.htm


   5
Patricia Carleen Winiecki 

December 19, 2021 

Agnes McDuffee was with these women and was a friend and neighbor of Molly 
Pitcher . 15

 
Source: American Battlefield Trust 

General George Washington planned to attack the British as they marched through New 
Jersey. General Lee rejected this plan, calling it “madness” to confront 15,000 
British troops. The Marquis de Lafayette advised Washington to strike the British while 
they were dispersed over the countryside. General Washington offered the command to 
the Marquis de Lafayette, triggering General Lee to reluctantly agree to lead the attack. 

General Washington dispatched General Lee and 5,000 troops to harass the British 
rear, ahead of the arrival of the main Continental Army of 6,000. General Lee was to 
engage the British until General Washington arrived with the Army, marching from Valley 
Forge where they had spent the previous winter and spring. General Lee spent several 
hours fighting that day, awaiting General Washington’s arrival. General Lee retreated, 
as General Washington “rode through the ranks on his white charger, inspiring the 
soldiers.” 

By evening, both sides were exhausted, killed or wounded. More were collapsing in the 
100 degree heat. General Washington's horse died in the heat. By sunrise, General 
Washington learned the British had retreated towards New York. The British escaped. 
The Americans claimed victory. 

General George Washington was renowned for his great control over his temper. “Few 
people beyond his immediate family and closest aides ever saw him lose his 
composure.” But on the afternoon of June 28, 1778, General Washington exploded with 
rage at his second in command.  When General Washington encountered General Lee 16

 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43305389/john-wall (12/18/2021)15

 https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-16

monmouth/ (12/18/2021)

https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-monmouth/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-monmouth/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-monmouth/
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/43305389/john-wall
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on the road near Monmouth Courthouse, he cursed his second in command so 
vehemently the "leaves on the tree shook.” 

1777-1782: Washington County was under the jurisdiction of Virginia when Captain 
John Wall served as a captain of the militia. During the Revolution, he served as 
Captain of the 2nd Battalion, Washington County Militia, under Pennsylvania 
commission.   17

During the Revolution, the ongoing dispute between Virginia and Pennsylvania over 
Washington County was suspended. Although Captain John Wall had bought his land in 
1775, it was years later, on December 3, 1787, that he received the patent from the 
Supreme Executive Council of the State [of Pennsylvania] for the ownership of Mount 
Pleasant. His land was finally decreed to be in Pennsylvania, but Captain John Wall 
always considered himself a Virginian. 

1789-1791: Captain John Wall, Hannah Ketcham Wall and their family moved to Mason 
County, Kentucky. His third son, Daniel, married and stayed in Mason County. The rest 
of the family moved on to the Blue Grass region of Harrison County, Kentucky. They 
settled on land in the town of Cynthiana by the Licking River. 

1794-1795: Captain John Wall served as an associate judge and was one of the 
founders and trustees of the town of Cynthiana.  He lived the remainder of his life 18

there, a “highly honored and influential citizen.”  19

June 18, 1814: John Wall passed away in Cynthiana at the age of 72. 

 DAR record, V.1 (1925-7), pp. 204-207; prepared by LoEmma Temperance (Strong) Chester, 17

#122532, William Henry Harrison Chapter, Valparaiso, IN; https://www.geni.com/people/Capt-
John-Wall/6000000057362175257?
cmp=link&src=record_match&trn=partner_Geni_emails&trp=smart_match_digest (12/14/2021)

 https://books.google.com https://www.google.com (12/16/2021)18

 https://books.google.com (12/16/2021)19

https://books.google.com/books?id=c-cxAQAAMAAJ&pg=RA3-PA80&lpg=RA3-PA80&dq=cynthiana+ky+history+john+wall&source=bl&ots=atU8Y4VpYn&sig=ACfU3U33Yi8Himq5-_KftxnhoglO4-NphA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQma3uyej0AhXCT98KHdwaC-QQ6AF6BAgSEAM#v=onepage&q=cynthiana%20ky%20history%20john%20wall&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=Hh1OCe5c86cC&pg=PA47&lpg=PA47&dq=john+wall+taylor+cynthiana&source=bl&ots=3wJsWsZFWk&sig=ACfU3U0pazTdbgZnmHh8pWmkKfdfdQ3_Nw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiyzfGLzuj0AhUgJjQIHfKCAd0Q6AF6BAgPEAM#v=snippet&q=john%20wall%20sr%20cynthiana&f=false
https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_Kentucky/dE3UHI68ee4C?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+wall%22+judge+cynthiana&pg=PA330&printsec=frontcover
https://www.geni.com/people/Capt-John-Wall/6000000057362175257?cmp=link&src=record_match&trn=partner_Geni_emails&trp=smart_match_digest
https://www.geni.com/people/Capt-John-Wall/6000000057362175257?cmp=link&src=record_match&trn=partner_Geni_emails&trp=smart_match_digest
https://www.geni.com/people/Capt-John-Wall/6000000057362175257?cmp=link&src=record_match&trn=partner_Geni_emails&trp=smart_match_digest


   7
Patricia Carleen Winiecki 

December 19, 2021 

Appendix A 

Index of the Rolls of Honor (Ancestor's Index) in the Lineage Books of the 
National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Vol. III [database 
on-line]. https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/48099/ (12/14/2021) 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/48099/
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Appendix B 

Bourbon, Harrison, Nicholas, and Scott Counties, Kentucky History https://
www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/320177052758/facts 
(12/14/2021) 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/320177052758/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17493328/person/320177052758/facts
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Appendix C 

A roster of Revolutionary ancestors of the Indiana Daughters of the American 
Revolution : commemoration of the United States of America, Vol. I https://
www.ancestry.com/search/collections/29740 (12/15/2021) 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/29740
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/29740
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Appendix D 

Monmouth: Monmouth Courthouse https://www.battlefields.org/learn/
revolutionary-war/battles/monmouth (12/18/2021) 

 

Monmouth 
MONMOUTH COURTHOUSE 

New Jersey  |  Jun 28, 1778 

On a hot and humid June 28, 1778, General George Washington and his subordinate, 
General Charles Lee, attacked rearguard elements of General Sir Henry Clinton’s 
British Army. 

Although the American army outnumbered its foe two-to-one and had undergone 
extensive training in the art of war during its winter encampment at Valley Forge, Lee, 
who launched the initial attack, lacked confidence in the ability of the Continental 
soldiers under his command. In failing to press his advantage, Lee ceded the initiative 
to his British counterpart, General Charles Lord Cornwallis, who commanded the rear 
elements of Clinton’s army. 

What began as a promising opportunity devolved into a potential disaster. As 
Washington approached the fighting, he encountered panic stricken troops fleeing the 
enemy. Enraged, he galloped ahead of his wing, In an angry confrontation on the field of 
battle, Washington removed Lee from command. 

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/revolutionary-war/battles/monmouth
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/revolutionary-war/battles/monmouth
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/revolutionary-war/battles/monmouth
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/george-washington
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/henry-clinton
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/videos/valley-forge
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/charles-cornwallis
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Rallying what troops he had, Washington continued the assault on the British. The 
commanding general’s delaying action gave time for the rest of the Continental Army to 
come up and join the battle. 

Washington placed General Nathanael Greene’s division on the right and the division of 
General William Alexander, “Lord” Stirling, on the left. Lee’s men were turned over to the 
Marquis de Lafayette, who kept those troops in reserve. General “Mad” Anthony Wayne 
assumed command over other elements of Lee’s force and manned Lafayette’s front. 
Artillery was placed on both flanks, with the guns on the right positioned to rain 
enfilading fire on the British. 

An American counterattack on the British right forced the Redcoats to fall back and 
reorganize. Cornwallis then led his men in attack on Greene’s division. Supported by 
artillery, Greene’s men stiffened their line and repulsed Cornwallis and his troops. 

The fighting see-sawed back and forth under the brutal June sun for several hours. By 
6:00 P.M., however, the British felt they had enough. While Wayne wanted to press the 
attack, Washington demurred, believing that his men were “beat out and with heat and 
fatigue.” 

The British did not give Washington a chance to renew the fight in the morning, slipping 
away under the cover of darkness and resuming their withdrawal to New York City. 

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/nathanael-greene
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/marquis-de-lafayette
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/anthony-wayne
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MONMOUTH: FEATURED RESOURCES 

REV WAR  |  ARTICLE In the Heat of the Moment at Monmouth 

REV WAR  |  VIDEO Valley Forge 

https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=article
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/heat-moment-monmouth
https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=video
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/videos/valley-forge
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REV WAR  |  ARTICLE Women in the American Revolution 

 
REV WAR  |  BIOGRAPHY Marquis de Lafayette 

https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=article
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/women-american-revolution
https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=biography
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/marquis-de-lafayette
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REV WAR  |  ARTICLE Monmouth 

 
REV WAR  |  VIDEO The Soldiers of The Continental Army in the Revolutionary War 

https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=article
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/monmouth
https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=video
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/videos/continental-army-revolutionary-war
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REV WAR  |  ARTICLE The Fighting Man of the Continental Army 

 
REV WAR  |  VIDEO The Revolutionary War Animated Map 

https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=article
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/fighting-man-continental-army
https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=video
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/revolutionary-war-animated-map
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REV WAR  |  BIOGRAPHY Molly Pitcher 

 
REV WAR  |  BATTLE MAP Monmouth | Jun 28, 1778 | 7:00 am to Noon 

https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=biography
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/molly-pitcher
https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=battle_map
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/monmouth-jun-28-1778-700-am-noon
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REV WAR  |  HISTORICAL MAP Germantown - October 4, 1777 

MONMOUTH: SEARCH ALL RESOURCES 
All battles of the Philadelphia Campaign 

− 
Leaflet 
FULL REVOLUTIONARY WAR MAP 

1 
REV WAR  |  BATTLE 
Brandywine 
Pennsylvania  |  Sep 11, 1777 
2 
REV WAR  |  BATTLE 
Paoli 
Pennsylvania  |  Sep 20, 1777 
3 
REV WAR  |  BATTLE 
Germantown 
Philadelphia  |  Oct 4, 1777 
4 
REV WAR  |  BATTLE 
Monmouth 
New Jersey  |  Jun 28, 1778 

https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?resource%5B%5D=history_map
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/germantown-october-4-1777
https://www.battlefields.org/search?battles%5B%5D=913
http://leafletjs.com/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/battles?historical_period=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?type%5B%5D=battle
https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?type%5B%5D=battle
https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?type%5B%5D=battle
https://www.battlefields.org/search?period%5B%5D=72
https://www.battlefields.org/search?type%5B%5D=battle
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Battle Facts 

Manalapan, NJ | June 28, 1778 
Result: Inconclusive 

COMMANDERS 

 
AMERICAN George Washington 

 
BRITISH Charles Cornwallis 

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/revolutionary-war/battles/monmouth
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/george-washington
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/charles-cornwallis
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FORCES ENGAGED 26,000  

AMERICAN 11,000 

BRITISH 15,000 

ESTIMATED CASUALTIES 1,300 

AMERICAN 
600 

BRITISH 
700


